Message from Director
The year 2011 has started with devastating floods in Australia, Brazil and Sri Lanka. ICHARM sends our deepest condolence to those who lost their family members and friends and sympathy to those who were affected and are still in the midst of the suffering.
In Australia, the state of Queensland has always been subject to droughts, but since the late last year, it has been hit surprisingly by a series of floods. The flooding is now expanding to Victoria. In Brazil, newly developed towns in the State of Reo de Janeiro have been seriously attacked by flooding and mudslides, and more than 600 people are reported killed. In eastern and central Sri Lanka, unusually heavy rains started on 26 December last year, the exactly same date when the Great Indian Ocean Tsunami hit parts of the country six years ago. The heavy rains caused overwhelming floods affecting more than a million people. Societal impacts inflicted on those respective areas must be among the worst in their histories.
Responding to these calamities, ICHARM has been engaged in various help plans including short-to medium-term aftermath programs. ICHARM staff including myself is going to be sent to Pakistan and Sri Lanka in the last week of January to have discussions with national and UN officers on potential ICHARM contributions in such as early warning, preparedness and capacity development programs.
While ICHARM has been busy working one after another here and there, five years are about to pass this March since the establishment. On 13-14 January, we received an official review team sent by UNESCO; Prof. Soontak Lee and Dr. Olivia la O'Costillo, accompanied by Dr. Shahbaz Khan. We appreciated their visit and the kind review for the centre's continuation and improvement.
In the meantime, we are in preparation of an important international event happening this fall. That is the 5th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM5) "Floods: from Risk to Opportunity", scheduled to be held on 27-29 September in Tsukuba, Japan. It will be a great occasion for all flood management practitioners to gather and discuss what we can do in practice for flood risk reduction before disasters happen and emergency management such as rescue and recovery when they actually happen. We strongly encourage water experts to submit abstracts through the web and gather in Tsukuba to meet and share wisdom and experience with fellow professionals.
It is the year of Rabbit, a symbol of leap and safety. Let us take a giant leap in search for safety. 
Kuniyoshi Takeuchi Director of ICHARM

Call for Abstracts
ICFM5 will be held in Tsukuba, Japan on 27-29 September 2011, and topic areas for abstract submission are formed based on flood disaster management cycle. All abstracts should be on one A4 page with less than 500 words using the ICFM5 abstract template available on the ICFM5 website. The deadline for abstract submission is April 1st 2011. All abstracts will be reviewed by the International Technical Committee, and an acceptance notification will be sent to the authors of the accepted abstracts no later than April 30th 2011. All accepted abstracts will be published in the conference proceeding. Authors of some selected abstracts will be invited to submit their full manuscripts to be published in peer-reviewed journals. The workshop successfully screened and categorized the listed issues as very important, important or less-important. The outcome will go through a dependency test and will later be converted into interventions. The project component is now heading to development of a national road map for an early warning system development in Bangladesh.
Demonstration of community-based flood management approaches
A community selection survey was jointly organized with the Centre for River Basin Organizations and Management (CRBOM) for implementation of community-based disaster risk management in the Solo River basin in Indonesia. In addition to the Bojenogoro district in the lower Solo basin, which has already been selected as a project area, a few communities in Desa Semen Pinggir and Desa Kendung Sumber were surveyed as project area candidates. Based on the flood severity and requirements of the Community-based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM), Balai in Desa Semen Pinggir and Sugihan in Desa Kendung Sumber were finally selected. The project team will now start the community mobilization process with various activities in each selected community. The workshop was organized as an addition to a satellite application workshop originally planned by ESCAP with the cooperation of JAXA. ICHARM was given opportunity to provide a related workshop to promote the Integrated Flood Analysis System (IFSAS) to Asian countries as a part of an ongoing project which ICHARM has been jointly implementing with ADB.
The objectives of the workshop were to exchange information on space application to waterrelated disaster risk reduction measures such as flood risk assessment, flood forecast and early warning and evacuation, and also to conduct training on how to use IFAS.
From Day 1 to the first half of Day 2, space application to reduce water-related disaster risk in Asia was outlined by JMA, JAXA, and ESCAP. Each participating country also reported actual disaster response cases utilizing space technology, followed by general discussion on the issue.
From the second half of Day2 to Day3, the participants had a hands-on training on how to use the IFAS software and perform run-off analysis using data of their own country. Some of them quickly learned even how to calibrate parameters and obtained highly accurate simulation results. The training was very successful in helping many participants understand satellite technology and IFAS as a practical satellite application.
After the joint workshop, the participants were asked to fill in a feedback sheet, and their comments were almost all about IFAS. This confirmed the usefulness of IFAS in flood management and revealed a strong demand for IFAS training. The workshop was a great opportunity for the ICHARM staff, too, to realize a high level of interest in IFAS in Asian countries and the need for providing more training such as this. 
Capacity Development
The opening ceremony of JICA training course "Local Emergency Operation Plan with Flood Hazard Map" was held on 12 January at PWRI. This training course is designed especially for flood management organizations to enhance organizational resilience against floods. This is the second of the three years. The 12 people are participating from Bhutan, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Thailand and Bangladesh including ADB fund two participants. The course will be conducted for four weeks till 16 February, during which participants will study on local disaster prevention practiced in Japan through lectures, exercise and field trips and finally make an action plan for future activities in flood management for their own local areas. The conference shared the common understanding of flood risk and focused on both theoretical and practical aspects of international flood risk management approaches. The discussions were planned to reflect the current trend that governments are moving to broader flood risk management approaches that encompass structural measures and managing floodplain development while recognizing climate change, environmental functions, and social factors. It was a great opportunity for event participants to share their progress in developing and implementing flood risk management approaches, learn what others have accomplished internationally and identify the strengths of their achievements, and highlight areas where partnerships can provide mutual advantage. Short course "Early warning system for flood disaster mitigation" conducted (Hanoi, Vietnam, 6-7 November 2010) ICHARM conducted a short training course, "Early warning system for flood disaster mitigation," on 6-7 November at the Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology in Hanoi, Vietnam, with the cooperation of UNESCO Jakarta Office. This course was planned to follow up the activities of the ex-trainees of ICHARM's training course and to further enhance their technical abilities in flood management such as flood forecasting and early warning. The participants were all engineers from Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Japan, including nine invited ex-trainees and 28 researchers of Vietnam's Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology.
The first day included two lectures: "Early warning system for flood disaster mitigation" and "Outline of IFAS". After that, hands-on training on how to operate the IFAS system was given.
On the second day, after finishing up the rest of the hands-on training, trainees delivered presentations on publication, dissemination and application of flood hazard maps. They also discussed effective ways to distribute hazard maps in groups.
The course was considered very productive in that the participants experienced the latest technology though the hands-on training and were given an opportunity to think about the purposes and effective ways to distribute hazard maps through PCM-based discussions. The IFAS project manager is designed to work properly when the language and area of your computer's OS are set to English (U.S.). Make sure that those settings are set rightly when using IFAS. If they are set to Thai, for example, data names and calculation periods will not show properly because they will be determined based on the Buddhist calendar instead of the Western calendar. Also, if they are set to Indonesian, the system will recognize only the 'degree' value of latitudes and longitudes while leaving minutes and seconds unrecognized due to the language's use of comma ( , ), not dot ( . ) for decimal point. IFAS is yet incapable of accommodating those differences. So, for now, we advise all users to check the language and area setting of your computer in advance of starting the IFAS program.
How to set the language and area of your computer Windows XP: "start"-"control panel" -"area and language option" Choose "English (U.S.)" from the area option tab.
Windows Vista Ultimate: "windows" -"control panel" -"area and language option" Choose "English (U.S.)" from the current format IFAS system can be downloaded from the following site freely: http://www.icharm.pwri. Key topics to be addressed include:
• What is the role of comparative national water law?
• What is the role of law in integrated water resource management?
• How do national legal frameworks influence water allocation and water quality?
• What special rules exist for the management of groundwater?
• 
Huang Guangwei
Dr. Huang Guangwei joined ICHARM on 17 January 2011. His main mission is to strengthen the educational program jointly established by ICHRAM and GRIPS and other training programs as well.
Before coming to ICHARM, he worked as Associate Professor at the University of Tokyo. His research objective is to develop a disasterresilient society without compromising environmental integrity. New ICHARM Member
